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Letter from the Directors 
 
Welcome to the Mantachie High School Band program! We are excited to have you join 
us for another year of learning through music! In this program, we will teach you more than just 
three pieces of music per semester. We strive to teach every individual in the band the skills 
needed to succeed in band, other academic classes, as well as life after high school. We believe 
that band is much more than a class – it is a culture, and we want to continue the culture and 
tradition of excellence at Mantachie High School. As your directors and leaders on this journey 
to success, we look forward to helping and seeing each student grow musically, physically, 
mentally, socially, and academically.  
We teach through music. What better way to learn?! Students learn and reinforce skills 
from all other academic subjects and social skills while taking part in creating something 
beautiful and long-lasting! Music is a part of every culture around the world and all throughout 
history. In the Mantachie High School Band program, students experience and create a lasting 
culture – a legacy – for others to follow.  
We sincerely hope you enjoy your time in the Mantachie High School Band!  
 
Please feel free to contact us at any time to discuss any concerns or ask any questions. We ask 
that, for documentation purposes, parents/ guardians only contact us through one of the 
following methods: School Status (preferred), school email, or school phone.  
 
Directors:  
 
Dana Gray, dlgray@itawambacountyschools.com 
 
Austin Jones, agjones@itawambacountyschools.com  
 
Contact Information: 
 
High School Office  662-282-4276 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



 

 
 
General Band Rules 
 

● Be early and fully prepared for all rehearsals and events. This includes bringing ALL 
materials necessary for the day.  

 
● No chewing gum, food, or drink (with the exception of bottled water) is allowed inside the 

band hall.  
 

● Alcohol, tobacco, and drugs are strictly prohibited. All school district policies regarding 
such are in force during any band activity.  

 
● Hazing and bullying of any form will not be tolerated and will be reported to 

administration immediately.  
 

● Cell phones should not be used during rehearsal or performances (this includes during 
1st, 2nd, and 4th quarters of football games). All staff members will have phones on their 
person in case of an emergency and will relay all information to students as needed. 

 
● Do not touch the property of others. Furthermore, treat school owned instruments and 

equipment with care and respect. This includes proper maintenance and storage when 
not in use.  

 
● Show respect to authority figures and other students at all times. 

 
● There should be no displays of affection at any time 

 
● The band hall should always be kept neat and orderly 

 
Consequences for breaking any of the above mentioned rules: 

 
● 1st Offense: Demerit/ Write Up 
● 2nd Offense: Parent Contact/ Loss of Privileges  
● 3rd Offense: Conference with Administration/ Probationary period 

  
Consequences for breaking cell phone policy: 

 
● 1st Offense: Demerit/ Write Up/ Warning 
● 2nd Offense: Phone taken up for remainder or rehearsal/ event 
● 3rd Offense: Phone taken to office  

 

 



 

Suspensions/ Alternative School: 
 
Any student who is sent to alternative school or suspended for more than two weeks will be 
subject to removal from the band program.  
 
 
 
Required Class Materials 
 
Students are expected to bring the following materials to every class and rehearsal. As the 
semester goes on, the directors may hand out additional materials to be added to this list. While 
materials may be stored in designated areas of the band hall, it is the student’s responsibility to 
know where his/ her materials are at all times.  
 

Please arrive at all class meetings and rehearsals with the following: 
 

● Instrument  
 

● Pencil with eraser 
 

● All music (each student will be given their own copy) 
 

● Your coordinate sheet (these will be handed out during band camp) 
 

● Tennis shoes (during marching and parade season) 
 

● Valve oil/ slide oil/ cork grease/ slide grease 
 

● Reeds 
 

 
 
Financial Obligations 
 
At the beginning of each school year, all students will be required to pay a band fee. Think of 
the band fee as a lab fee. It allows students to participate in an active setting using school 
equipment. The band fee helps the directors and booster organization offset the cost of 
necessary band program items. 
 
The fee for this year is $125. If you use a school owned instrument (tuba, baritone, horn, 
percussion), you will owe an additional $25 rental fee, bringing the total to $150.  

 



 

Guard members and drum major will be responsible for a $100 fee plus the cost of their uniform 
($169.50). This will total $269.50 this year. Guard members and/or drum majors may also have 
outside cost for makeup purchases. These will be kept to a minimum.  
 
All band fees are due by the first day of school . Any student who has not paid his/her fee by 
this time will not be allowed to perform until the fee is paid. Payments are accepted in cash or 
check and should be made out to Mantachie Band. The fee may be paid in monthly 
installments, and a receipt will be given for each payment documenting the remaining balance. 
Payments can be mailed  P.O. Box 514 Mantachie, MS 38855 during the summer months and 
will be collected weekly.  
 
All students are required to participate in fundraisers. Any student/ parent who does not 
want to participate in fundraisers, work concession stand, chaperone, etc will be required to pay 
a buyout fee of $300. Any student (aside from those doing the buyout) who does not sell 
the minimum amount across each fundraiser will be required to pay for any unsold items. 
 
It is a school district rule that no student may participate in extracurricular activities, drive on 
campus, or attend field trips if that student owes more than $25. This includes band, football 
games, competitions, etc. We will check lunch balances weekly and inform a student if he/she is 
getting close to the $25 limit. We ask for help from the parents in keeping up with this, as well.  
 
2020 Band Camp Information 
 
Band camp is REQUIRED for ALL band members. Any student that misses band camp, for any 
reason, will be subject to dismissal from the marching band. Do NOT schedule anything for 
these days. If you know of an unavoidable conflict, please see the director ASAP to discuss this. 
 
The dates for 2020 band camp are as follows:  
 

● Percussion and Guard...July 13-17, 8 am- 3 pm 
 

● Rookies (8th grade and new students) and section leaders/ drum major... July 
16-17, 8 am- 12 pm 

 
● Full Band... July 20-24, 8 am- 5 pm.  

 
Lunch from 12- 1 each day. Students may bring their lunch, but it must be eaten outside 
the band hall. Students who drive may leave campus for lunch, and students may be  
picked up by a parent or guardian to go to lunch. Any student riding with another student  
must provide written permission from a parent before leaving for lunch. This is for the  
safety of all students.  

 

 



 

Items needed for band camp 
●  Lyres 

 
● Flip Folders 

 
● Reeds 

 
● Valve/slide oil and cork grease 

 
● Sunscreen 

 
● Personal, labeled water bottle 

 
Lyres, flip folders, and flip folder pages can be purchased at The Saxophone Place in  
Tupelo, any reputable music supply website, or Amazon (make sure it is the proper one  
for your instrument type). 

 
Dress for band camp 

 
● Athletic wear (shorts, leggings, tshirts, tank tops) 

 
● Tennis shoes MUST be worn by ALL members when outside 

 
● Shorts should not be excessively short. Absolutely no cut out tank tops or 

spaghetti straps 
 

● Caps and sunglasses may be worn outside while marching, but they should be 
removed while inside 

 
Public Performances and Rehearsals  
 
A public performance will be defined as any parade, concert, game, competition, evaluation, or 
any other public showing of the band as a part or whole. These dates will always be given out in 
advance so students and parents can make arrangements as needed.  
 
The band will attend ALL ball games beginning with the first game of the season (Aug 21). 
These are NOT optional. Do not plan anything on a Friday night until at least November unless 
the director has told you of a game cancellation. In the event of a play off season, these games 
may extend into November and are still required. 
 
The band will attend marching competitions every Saturday in October and sometimes the first 
weekend of November. These are NOT optional. Do not plan anything on a Saturday in October 

 



 

or the first Saturday of November. The official dates for these competitions will be given to 
students as soon as they are available to the directors.  
 
After school rehearsals will be held weekly. These rehearsals are NOT optional. Students must 
be at rehearsal in order to optimize the amount of practice time the band gets.  
 
Absences, Tardies, and Probation 
 
Attendance and participation at all rehearsals and events/performances is required. This is 
important to the development and success of the band, therefore; it is a large portion of the 
grading scale. Two or more unexcused rehearsal or public performance absences will result in a 
student being placed under a warning probationary period. This will last 4 weeks. After the four 
weeks is complete, if there have been no other issues with tardiness or absences, the student 
will be granted probation forgiveness. In the event that the student continues to be tardy or 
absent, the probation period will be extended until the end of the season. Any unexcused 
absence during any probation period will result in dismissal from the band program. Students 
will be warned when they have entered a probationary period. 
 
An unexcused absence from a football game will result in a 0 for the event and the student 
being sidelined during the next performance.  
 
An unexcused competition absence will result in a 0 for the event and automatic dismissal from 
the band program.  
 
An unexcused rehearsal absence will result in a 0 for the rehearsal and the student will be 
subject to being sidelined for that week’s performance.  
 
Three or more tardies to any rehearsal or public performance will equal one unexcused 
absence.  
 
If a student knows he/she will be absent, they must present an absence form and  parent note 
to the director as soon as possible. This form will help the director keep up with the number of 
excused/ unexcused absences for each student. Just because an absence form is submitted 
does not mean the absence is excused. The following will be considered an excused absence: 
Sickness with the accompaniment of a doctor’s note, family death, medical emergency, and 
other required school events. If a student misses unexpectedly, he/she has three days to 
present the director with a parent note/ doctor excuse and file an absence form in the band 
office. 
 
 
Conflicts with Band 
 

 



 

We understand that some students are involved with multiple activities in the school. We will do 
our best to work with students on any scheduling overlaps that occur with other teachers or 
coaches; however, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate with both 
coaches/teachers/directors about to conflict so a solution can be reached. Once a schedule is 
agreed upon by all parties, it is the student’s responsibility to follow that schedule and be at the 
correct event at the correct time.  
 
Football Games/ Competitions 
 

● Report time for all games and competitions will be announced the Tuesday prior to each 
event.  

 
● For away games and competitions students must ride the bus to and from the event. 

 
● For home games, students will march at attention to and from the stadium as a group. 

 
● Students must remain at the band hall after each event until dismissed by a director. 

 
● At all football games students will be given third quarter off to eat and visit with family 

and friends. Students should be back in their seats with 2 minutes remaining on the 
clock in third quarter. Students that are late getting back to the stands will lose third 
quarter privileges at the next game.  

 
● At football games only water and food supplied by the band boosters are allowed in the 

stands (with the exception of third quarter). No one is allowed to bring food or drink to 
the students unless it is third quarter. This helps to minimize the amount of sugar and 
food that goes through the horns. 

 
● Always be aware of your surroundings. At football games, the band must be ready to 

play at any time. The band is also there to help cheer on the team. You must be paying 
attention at all times. At competitions, there are many other groups around and we must 
often move quickly to stay on schedule. You must be paying attention at all times in 
order to stay with our band.  

 
● No student should leave the group at a football game or competition without permission 

from a director and another student to accompany him/ her.  
 
After School Rehearsal 
The band will have designated after school rehearsals weekly. These rehearsals will be at the 
same time each week unless given advance notice by the director.  
 

● Guard will rehearse on Mondays from 3:30- 5. 

 



 

 
● Percussion will rehearse on Wednesdays from 3:15- 4:30. 

 
● The full band will report each Tuesday and Thursday from 4 pm- 6 pm.  

 
Additional rehearsals may be called, if needed. Students will be informed of any additional 
rehearsals early enough to make any necessary arrangements. In the event that the band does 
not attend a Friday night football game, directors will often call an extra rehearsal. These dates 
will be given to students early in the semester.  
 
 
 
Grading Policy 
 
Student grades will be calculated based on the following:  
 

● Attendance and participation- 60% 
Rehearsals 
Ball Games 
Competitions 
Parades 
Concerts 

 
● Written assignments (personal tuning charts/ music overview charts, etc)- 10% 

 
● Pass offs/ Auditions- 30% 

 
 
School Owned Instruments 
 
The school provides certain big ticket instruments to students for use during marching and 
concert season. Any student using a school owned instrument (baritone, horn, tuba, percussion) 
will pay an additional $25 on their band fee (total of $150) and sign an instrument rental 
agreement (also signed by the parent). Once this agreement is signed, the student is 
responsible for treating the instrument in a way that does not incur damage to the instrument. At 
the beginning and end of the rental term, the instrument will be cleaned and have any 
necessary repairs done. Any repairs that must be done past general maintenance and cleaning 
will be charged to the student and parent that signed for that instrument.  
 
 
 

 



 

Dragonfly/ Medical and Health Records 
 
Dragonfly is an electronic app that gives coaches and directors quick access to students’ 
release forms and medical records the case of an emergency. All students involved in sports 
and activities are REQUIRED by the district to complete these online forms. Students who have 
not completed the forms by the first public performance will be sidelined until all forms are 
completed. In addition to completing Dragonfly, all students must have a signed release form 
turned in to the band office before the first public performance.  
 
Please make sure that your student takes any medicine he/she might need on a trip and gives it 
to a director to hold in the case of an emergency. This includes, but is not limited to, inhalers, 
EpiPens, essential prescription medicines, etc. Anything given to a director by a student should 
be clearly labeled with the student’s name and dosing information. Directors will keep a 
medication box with them at games, contests, etc, but this will only contain basic medicines 
such as ibuprofen, benadryl, Pepto Bismol, etc. A student will never be given any medicine 
without signed permission from the parent or guardian of that student.  
 
Remind Me and Facebook 
 
Remind is a free communication app for Android and Apple products. This is the preferred form 
of electronic communication for our booster program. Due to a change in messaging rates, the 
user must have the app downloaded to avoid extra fees. Remind will be used by the booster 
officers to send out important reminders regarding scheduled events, rehearsals, and deadlines. 
It is imperative that all parents join the booster remind group in order to receive all 
announcements. Parents can see any booster officer to get the code or be added to the Remind 
group. 
 
There is a Facebook group where public information regarding the band program is also shared. 
To follow this group search Mantachie Band Boosters. This page is used to post public 
performance dates and update the community on band program progress and fundraisers.  
 
Band Booster Program 
 
The band boosters are the supporters of the Mantachie Band Program. Any parent of a band 
member is automatically a band booster. A supportive booster program is essential to help the 
band run smoothly and effectively. A clear line of communication must always stay open 
between the booster club and the directors.  
 
The band boosters help with working the concession stand at both junior high and high school 
home football games. They are also used to serve as chaperones for away games and 
competitions. There are many ways to be an involved booster- just ask an officer how you can 
help! 

 



 

 
 
Dana Gray, MHS Band Director 
 
Austin Jones, MHS Band  Director 
 
Millie Wood, MHS Principal  

 


